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Floridians, exemplified by deep com-
munity involvement, civility, and 
practical commonsense decision-
making. George is a Republican and is 
my dear friend. 

b 1045 
George got his start working for St. 

Petersburg Congressman Bill Cramer. 
Upon Mr. Cramer’s retirement, he 
began an extraordinary 35-year run 
with Representative Cramer’s suc-
cessor, Congressman Bill Young. 
George served on his Washington, D.C., 
staff and was best known throughout 
the county as Congressman Young’s 
longtime district director. 

In 2007, he made the jump to elected 
office himself, joining the Clearwater 
City Council. George served on the 
council for 5 years before rising to the 
mayor’s office in 2012. At city hall, 
Mayor Cretekos governed Clearwater 
with unfaltering professionalism, shep-
herding major initiatives such as the 
$60-plus million Imagine Clearwater 
downtown waterfront restoration 
project. In addition to his mayoral 
role, he served as the president of the 
Barrier Islands Government Council 
and the Pinellas County Mayors’ Coun-
cil. 

Throughout his public career, he was 
first to listen, quick to find com-
promise, and, foremost, committed to 
the well-being of his constituents. 

I have known George for many, many 
years. He has always gone out of his 
way to look out for ways in our com-
munity to help out, large and small. He 
served on the OneBlood Tampa Bay 
area board, donating over 60 gallons of 
blood during his lifetime. He continues 
to be a volunteer courier for the Na-
tional Bone Marrow Donor Program 
and remains very involved with the 
Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church 
in Clearwater, Florida. 

He was awarded numerous accolades 
for his contributions, notably from the 
Salvation Army as well as the Greater 
Tampa Bay Area Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

George was an elected official, but he 
was never afraid to roll up his sleeves 
and quietly do the hard work behind 
the scenes. He has volunteered to build 
homes for Habitat for Humanity. He 
helped with the Clearwater Jazz Fes-
tival. He serves dinners for the needy. 
He has worked 12-plus-hour shifts for 
days on end as a Pinellas County poll 
worker. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me, once 
again, in commemorating the career of 
Mayor George Cretekos—my fellow 
Greek, by the way—recognizing his 
outstanding service and dedication to 
our community. 

He has served admirably, with humil-
ity. His leadership and character dis-
tinguish him as a gold standard for 
public service. His good works will be 
remembered for decades to come. 

f 

AMERICAN INNOVATION IS IN THE 
EXPRESS LANE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 

North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, American innovation is in the 
express lane, and we have President 
Trump and both the private and public 
sectors to thank. 

The progress that has been made to 
date on viable vaccine candidates is as-
tonishing, and it is a promising sign for 
the American people. 

It is truly a testament to the grit and 
resilience that resides within this 
country, and we have come a long way 
since the beginning of this year. 

We are on the cusp of eradicating 
COVID–19 once and for all, and the live-
lihoods of the American people will be 
restored. 

Mr. Speaker, never bet against Amer-
ican innovation. It has the power to 
change the world. 

PERSONAL BATTLE WITH COVID–19 
Ms. FOXX of North Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, recently, my family faced a 
test that was unlike any we had faced 
before: fighting COVID–19. 

My husband contracted the virus and 
spent 4 days in Watauga Medical Cen-
ter, where he received excellent care 
from doctors and nurses. I tested posi-
tive, was totally asymptomatic, but, of 
course, was quarantined and under-
stand the frustration associated with 
that. Thankfully, though, I was able to 
continue my work without interrup-
tion, unlike so many others. 

We have always been grateful for 
those in healthcare, treating others at 
their own risk, but we understand the 
situation they are facing better than 
ever. 

We are even more grateful for the 
men and women fighting on the front 
lines to protect the American people. 
They do so not out of self-interest but 
rather through a solemn commitment 
to protect the sanctity of human life. 

We will be forever grateful for their 
countless sacrifices and will continue 
to pray for their safety and for God’s 
grace to continue. 

To those impeccable men and women 
serving, from the bottom of my heart, 
thank you. 

f 

DON’T TREAT BIPARTISANSHIP 
LIKE A FOUR-LETTER WORD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HURD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, our 
Nation is full of opportunity. 

How else could a young Black kid 
from San Antonio, Texas, grow up to 
come to Congress to represent a major-
ity Latino district and get 17 pieces of 
legislation signed into law? 

My mom always taught me: You are 
either part of the problem or you are 
part of the solution. So, I ran for Con-
gress, and over the past 6 years, I have 
done everything I can to work with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
get things done. 

During my tenure, I have had some 
legislative lows, like being two signa-

tures short of a successful discharge 
petition which would have led to a 
DACA fix being put on the President’s 
desk. 

We should never stop fighting for 
these folks who are part of our Amer-
ican family. People like John Lewis 
taught us that this kind of work may 
be long, and it may be hard, but it is 
righteous. 

At the same time, I have had some 
legislative highs: 

Being the lead Republican, with my 
friend JOSÉ SERRANO, to get the Na-
tional Museum of the American Latino 
Act unanimously passed out of this 
House of Representatives—after 26 
years, we finally did it. 

Modernizing IT procurement laws so 
that the government provides better 
digital-facing services and establishing 
a national strategy to ensure the U.S. 
stays a leader in artificial intelligence 
are going to pay off for years. 

I came to Congress to make our Na-
tion safer. When I was first elected, 
ISIS was our biggest national security 
threat. As we look at the years ahead, 
the nature of the threat is distinctly 
different. 

The next generation-defining battle, 
which has already begun, is against the 
Chinese Communist Party. China is 
trying to supplant the United States as 
the sole superpower in this world by 
2049. 

Every American should care about 
this struggle because we face a poten-
tial future where Mandarin and the 
yuan, not English and the dollar, domi-
nate the global economy. The winner of 
this generation-defining struggle will 
not just affect our economy but will 
shape the rest of the century for the 
entire world. 

Within this context of great power 
competition, I urge my colleagues to 
confront this national security threat 
with a simple principle that I learned 
from my time in the CIA: Be nice with 
nice guys and tough with tough guys. 

Back home, I have learned another 
simple principle: Show up. I was will-
ing to show up to places others weren’t, 
listen to what folks had to say, and 
work across the aisle to solve prob-
lems. We were able to find solutions to 
some of the most difficult problems 
plaguing our constituents by empow-
ering people, not the government. 

I could not have done any of this 
without my staff. From day one, my 
team and I held the belief that no prob-
lem was too small and that no goal was 
too big. This mentality is how we 
ended up helping a high-schooler who 
had an idea of preventing her friends 
from distracted driving, and it is how 
we spent a year working on a national 
strategy for artificial intelligence. 

Despite these legislative successes, 
the thing I will remember most is help-
ing constituents whose names folks 
don’t know battle the Federal bureauc-
racy. Making a difference in the lives 
of those folks is something I will cher-
ish forever. 

To all of my staff over the years, es-
pecially Nancy Pack, thank you for 
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your late hours, thank you for your 
hard work, thank you for putting up 
with me, and thank you for your dedi-
cation, not just to the folks of the 23rd 
Congressional District of Texas, but to 
the entire American family. 

It has been a distinct privilege to 
stand on this floor for the past 6 years 
to debate issues and represent the peo-
ple of the 23rd Congressional District. 
Thank you for putting your faith and 
trust in me. 

Serving as a Member of Congress has 
not only taught me about this incred-
ible institution and how to legislate; it 
has proven a long-held belief that way 
more unites us as a country than di-
vides us. 

My final message for my colleagues, 
as I depart this body: Don’t treat bipar-
tisanship like a four-letter word. The 
only way big things have ever been 
done in this country is by doing them 
together. 

f 

HONORING RETIRING SENATOR 
PAT ROBERTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this 
month, after 40 years of service as a 
Member of Congress, our senior Sen-
ator of Kansas will be moving his be-
longings out of his office in the Hart 
Senate Office Building to a private li-
brary. 

To best honor him, I would like to 
share some of his original wit, some of 
the quips for which he is most famous. 
Number one: 

Take your job seriously, but not yourself. 
There are no self-made men or women in 

public service. It is your family, friends, and 
staff who have made you what you are. 

Another couple of favorites: 
You are only as good as your staff. 
It isn’t the best possible bill; it is the best 

bill possible. 

In reference to an opponent who 
sometimes disagrees with you, he sug-
gested: 

Go smother them with the milk of human 
kindness. 

On his commitment to agriculture, 
he said: 

We live in a troubled and hungry world. 
Food security is national security. 

When asked about why we need agri-
culture programs, the Senator once 
said: 

You can’t eat a shoe. 

On life, when asked about making a 
mistake, he suggested that: 

You go hunker down and take it like a 
donkey in a hailstorm. 

He once said: 
Remember, when you roll around with 

pigs, you both get dirty, but only one of you 
enjoys it. 

On sports, at football games, he often 
said: 

Throw the ball to the tight end. He was 
wide open. 

And, of course, as we all know, the 
Senator was the unofficial tight end 

coach for the ever-optimistic and fight-
ing Kansas State Wildcats. 

At a townhall, when a rabid con-
stituent gave a forceful opposing opin-
ion, he once replied: 

I’ll mark you down as undecided. 

I loved when he referred to Kansas 
University as that school over by 
Baker. 

The Senator, once a marine, was al-
ways a marine. He was often quoted 
saying ‘‘take the hill’’ and ‘‘semper fi.’’ 

But my personal favorite: 
There are lots of cactuses in the world, but 

you don’t have to go sit on every one. 

When I first meet successful, influen-
tial people, people who I have read 
about or know of, I have often asked 
myself: Is there any substance to this 
person? Is there character and integ-
rity? What is truly important to them? 

I would like to share, as we have got-
ten to know Senator ROBERTS and his 
wife, Franki, I have found that their 
footprints are larger than their shad-
ows, their hearts are bigger than their 
words, their love of this country, their 
love of Kansas, more than any words I 
can find to describe. 

Personally, I cannot imagine any 
memory of Senator ROBERTS without 
thinking of his bride, his South Caro-
lina magnolia blossom, as he often 
called her, whom he married some 51 
years ago. She is absolutely his rock, 
the person I always see standing beside 
him with adoring eyes. While occasion-
ally she gives him a gentle nudge, ev-
eryone knows she always has his back. 

Laina and I want to personally thank 
Senator ROBERTS and Franki, who have 
embraced us with hospitality and kind-
ness since arriving ourselves in Wash-
ington, D.C., some 4 years ago. They 
have shown us what it is to be an am-
bassador for our State. From Christ-
mas gatherings at the White House to 
farm bill hearings in a barn, they have 
shown what servant leadership looks 
like, representing our State with dig-
nity and grace. 

Senator ROBERTS is the only person 
in American history to have his por-
trait in both the House Agriculture 
Committee and the Senate Agriculture 
Committee hearing rooms. 

Senator ROBERTS has had a hand in 
writing eight farm bills. He has been on 
a Federal congressional agriculture 
committee for 40 years running. Some 
of his greatest accomplishments in-
clude those eight farm bills, and I am 
going to reference two of them. 

The Federal Agriculture Improve-
ment and Reform Act of 1996, which he 
was the primary author and chairman, 
this became known as the Freedom to 
Farm bill. 

Chairman ROBERTS has often told the 
story—I have heard this maybe once or 
twice—of sitting on the tongue of the 
wagon of a farmer in Dodge City, Kan-
sas, with all of his farm experts, and 
his good friend, Leon Torline said: PAT, 
we all need freedom to farm. 

Sure enough, this agriculture policy 
gave producers the freedom to plant 

crops based on market indicators, not 
Federal Government set-aside policies. 

Next, I will reference the first farm 
bill I participated in, the Agriculture 
Improvement Act of 2018, on which he 
was the primary author as chairman. 
Probably most notably, this farm bill 
received more votes than any farm bill 
in modern history, with 87 in favor. 

I would like to also mention the 2016 
National Bioengineered Food Disclo-
sure Act. This Federal legislation cre-
ated standards for labeling food with 
ingredients derived from bio-
technology. 

Then his 2000 Agriculture Risk Pro-
tection Act reformed national crop in-
surance and led to its widespread use 
today. 

Finally, I will mention Senator ROB-
ERTS was always the leader in bio-agro 
security legislation. As chairman of 
the Senate Armed Services Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities, Senator ROBERTS chaired 
the first Senate hearing on the threat 
to our Nation’s food supply. 

I will close with this. Though Sen-
ator ROBERTS will always be known for 
his wit, being an entertaining speaker, 
and a great interview, his actions and 
his accomplishments will always speak 
louder than any of his words. 

He and Franki have been tremendous 
ambassadors for agriculture, for Kan-
sas, and for America. They have 
climbed many mountains, and they 
have planted the flag. 

Senator ROBERTS, semper fi. May God 
richly bless you, Franki, and your fam-
ily. 

f 

b 1100 

HONORING GENERAL ROBERT 
HINSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to retired Lieu-
tenant General Robert C. Hinson, U.S. 
Air Force, the founding executive di-
rector of the National Strategic Re-
search Institute at the University of 
Nebraska, who recently announced his 
retirement at the end of this year. 

General Hinson retires after more 
than a half century of highly distin-
guished service supporting the mis-
sions of the Department of Defense, 
commercial industry, and the Univer-
sity of Nebraska. 

General Robert Hinson’s leadership 
and dedication to the principles of free-
dom have been indispensable for Amer-
ica’s national security interest. He 
began his career by enlisting in the 
United States Air Force. After spend-
ing 1 year as an administrative spe-
cialist, he received a commission from 
Officer Training School in 1971. 

General Hinson retired after 33 years 
of exemplary Active-Duty military 
service. Over the course of his career, 
he distinguished himself as an out-
standing military leader commanding 
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